Considerations relating to the epidemiology of human immunodeficiency virus infection: the impact of bacterial antigens and consequences for treatment.
A treatment for patients with human immunodeficiency virus/acquired immune deficiency syndrome (HIV/AIDS) is presented, which is based on an isopathic method that appears to be effective in eliminating bacterial antigens from the body. The concept is based on a new hypothesis concerning the outbreak and spread of AIDS in Africa and worldwide. Laboratory data are presented from five European and seven African patients with HIV. Oral administration of ultra-low doses of a lysate of Staphylococcus aureus Cowan I (12c potency) resulted in a significant increase of CD4 T-cell subsets and CD4/CD8 ratios in patients with HIV infection as well as in advanced stages of HIV disease, concomitant with the improvement of clinical HIV-related symptoms. Based on epidemiologic data, the beginning of the African AIDS epidemic is related-to time, place, and circumstances-to the initial large-scale introduction of antibiotics in areas of Central Africa that would later comprise the AIDS belt. It is concluded that certain antimicrobial agents can enhance the formation of persistent bacterial superantigens, which may indicate a link between asymptomatic HIV carriers and the development of AIDS. According to this view, superantigens and bacterial cell wall components remaining in the body after antibiotic treatment cause a permanent activation of the immune system and would thus favor T-cell infection and viral replication in HIV-infected individuals.